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Class description

A passion for most Italian men and women, more than
politics, religion, or any other sport, in Italy soccer is a
source of endless conversations and part of Italian popular
culture.

Students learn about the favorite Italian sport, about its
history, teams, and protagonists.

Students follow a good portion of the Serie A season.

Students acquire the knowledge necessary for engaging in
and understanding soccer-related conversations

Starting from Italian soccer, the goal of this class is to
improve students’ linguistic skills and understanding of
Italian culture in a larger sense. (...)
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Secondary goals

Use of online media sources (mainly newspapers and
videos): it allows students to immerse themselves
into a very specific Italian environment, and, at the
same time, perfect skills that will permit their further
exploration of other Italian cultural and social
themes.

Reading of a contemporary literary text that loosely
revolves around the theme of soccer.



Textbooks

Foot, John. Calcio. 1898-2010. Storia dello sport che ha fatto l'ltalia. Milano: Rizzoli, 2010.
Benni, Stefano. La compagnia dei Celestini. Milano: Feltrinelli, 1992.
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Soccer themes

* Geografia del Calcio JOHN FOOT
¢ Calciomercato: Soldi e Potere clo

* Fuoriclasse e Campioni Ly 18982000
. Storia dello sport

s La N&Zlonale 2! che ha fatto ['ltalia

* Allenatori e Stategie
® Vecchie Glorie e Bandiere
e Tifosi e Violenza

® Scandali



Assignments

One Student, One Team

Vocabolario del Calcio

Blogs

Novantesimo Minuto or La Prossima Giornata
Scontro Diretto

La Telecronaca
Video Tribute



One Student, One Team

Each student selected a Serie A team

News from La Gazzetta dello Sport, Corriere dello
Sport, and Tuttosport

Goals and highlights from La Domenica Sportiva
recorded on Railtalia

Small talk activity: a class Bar dello Sport
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Blogs

Blogger.com (google blogs) e

Short news posts (100-150 words)

Thematic posts (up to 300 words) ~4 e
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Il Fuoriclasse

Lallenatore
Vecchie Glorie

Il Punto sul Campionato




ocabolario del Calcio

Soccer related words
Garzanti online dictonary .
Google Doc collaborative projec

Vocabulary tests .
Language use and registers
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Presentations

Individual presentations > based on sources and news
e Novantesimo Minuto

e [.a Prossima Giornata

Paired presentations > creative and collaborative
« (Games reenactments
 Interviews
 Role plays
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Video Projects

La telecronaca
e Short (up to 1 minute)
 Voice-over on a goal video

Video Tribute Watch a sample video tribute
e Long (up to 5 minutes)
e Collection of videos
* Focus on teams or players


http://youtu.be/obHBJdidLY4

Difficulties & Obstacles

DIFFICULTIES
The “google-translate risk”
Blogs and feedback
Students-teams organization

OBSTACLES
The role of the Language Resource Center
Availability of support and students’ computer skills



Contacts

For further details or questions, please contact

Pierluigi Erbaggio
erbaggio@umich.edu
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